
CON T E N T S

I N T R O D U C T I O N

C H A P T E R O N E :
What Do We Call These Books?

C H A P T E R T W O :
What’s “In” and What’s “Out”?
• The Canon: A Text With Authority • 

• The Septuagint: The Old Testament in Greek • 

• The Roman Catholic Canon • 

• The Last Word • 

C H A P T E R T H R E E :
What Does the Old Testament Say About God?

• Yahweh Sabaoth • 

• The God of Peace •

• Our Father • 

• The God Who Dances • 

• The God Beyond Calculation • 

• The Lord Alone • 

• Allegory and Theology • 

C H A P T E R F O U R :
Israel—The Chosen People?

• God’s Choice • 

• Election and Justice • 

• Israel’s Response • 

• The Prophets on Election • 

• The Election of the Nations • 

• Paul on Election • 

• Election in the Church’s Tradition • 

• The Election of the Poor • 

CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT
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C H A P T E R F I V E :
How Does God Speak?

• Divination • 

• The Prophetic Word • 

• The Torah of the Priests • 

• The Guidance of the Elders • 

• The Wisdom of the Sages • 

• Jesus: The Word of God • 

C H A P T E R S I X :
Did All This Really Happen?

• Archaeology of the Bible •

• The Bible on Creation • 

• Israel Acquires the Land of Canaan • 

• Listening to the Text • 

C H A P T E R S E V E N :
How Do We Find Meaning in the Old Testament?

• Reading Different Kinds of Texts • 

• The Role of the Reader • 

• Identifying With Characters • 

• Reading Strategy • 

• The Meaning of Meaning • 

C O N C L U S I O N

I N D E X

PRIESTS, PROPHETS AND SAGES
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