
Contents

INTRODUCTION “The Hopes and Fears of all the Years . . .” .xx1

CHAPTER ONE A New Era Dawning .xx7
The Annunciation to Zechariah (Luke 1:5-25)

CHAPTER TWO The Mother of the King .x19
The Annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38)

CHAPTER THREE Blessed Among Women .x37
The Visitation (Luke 1:39-56)

CHAPTER FOUR The Last Prophet .x57
The Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:57-80)

CHAPTER FIVE The Messiah’s Birth .x69
The Nativity (Luke 2:1-20)

CHAPTER SIX Pierced by a Sword .x83
The Presentation (Luke 2:21-40)

CHAPTER SEVEN In His Father’s House .101
The Finding of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52)

CHAPTER EIGHT The Return of the King .109
Jesus’ Family Tree (Matthew 1:1-17)

CHAPTER NINE Silent Knight, Holy Knight .123
The Annunciation to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25)

CHAPTER TEN The Terror of Herod .137
The Magi & the Flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:1-23)

NOTES .153

C H A P T E R T I T L E

iii


